Advanced Placement English IV – Research paper topic and guidelines – L. Petrie
Due date – Feb. 29, 2012.  
Requirements – standard MLA format, including internal citations, works cited page, appropriate pagination, heading, etc.  Length will be determined by topic, however, plan on approximately 5 – 7 pages of text.
Topic – review the essential questions regarding the unit of study entitled “The Play’s the Thing” and fashion a thesis that would answer one of those questions with regards to a play of your choice.  Question #6, in particular, would lead you to formulate a thesis statement about the playwright’s specific view on the human condition and offer opportunities for proof through the text of the play.
Research – read the script a couple of times, if possible, view the play, research the playwright for psychoanalytic criticism, skim reviews of other works by the same playwright, reference critical analyses of the work, theatrical productions and reviews, reflect on your own response to the work with a reader’s response perspective.
Suggested plays, chosen because the playwrights or topics have been discussed in class or are excerpted in your text and will offer a level of familiarity with the topic or playwright.  If you have another suggested title, please see me.


Mrs. Warren’s Profession - George Bernard Shaw
The Importance of Being Earnest – Oscar Wilde
King Lear – William Shakespeare
Julius Caesar – Shakespeare
Henry IV – Shakespeare
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead – Tom Stoppard
The Cherry Orchard – Anton Chekov
	Three Sisters – Chekov
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof – Tennessee Williams
	The Glass Menagerie – Williams
	An Enemy of the People – Henrik Ibsen
	All My Sons – Arthur Miller
	Fences – August Wilson
	The Piano Lesson – Wilson
	The Gin Game – D.L. Coburn


